
Ironically, the story of H2O Church really begins in the mid-
1980s, in Ann Arbor, Michigan.  It was then that a handful 
of individuals arrived at the University of Michigan to plant 
New Life Church.  The vision was to be a local church that 
had a unique missional focus - to reach college students for 
Jesus Christ.  Slow and steady growth at first, but then things 
took off in 1998 when we started our first worship service in 
the heart of campus.  We grew from 75 in the late 90s to over 
900 students and community members by the fall of 2007.   
We had the privilege of seeing almost 50 men and women go 
into full-time ministry, and hundreds of individuals come 
into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  The Gospel   
was changing lives in that state up north! 

From the beginning, we believed that our mission was not just to influence students at the University of 
Michigan, but to impact an entire generation of young people for Jesus Christ.  We dreamed of a gener-
ation of college students, from all around this nation being transformed into disciples of Christ.  They 
would change this world, taking Christ’s love to every corner of this planet, and being workers for the 
harvest.  As a result of that mission, we always had a passion and desire to be involved in church planting.   
We often brainstormed what sort of campus we’d like to go to...somewhere influential, somewhere of 
tremendous spiritual need, maybe even somewhere close to us. In the spring of 2007, as New Life transi-
tioned into a new facility, we realized that a church plant was long overdue. We prayed to God for wisdom 
as to where to go.

It was about that time that we got a call from Aziz Nahhas, a pastor of one of our sister churches in 
Columbus, Ohio called Mosaic Church.  They were going to be closing their doors, and he had heard 
that we were considering church planting.  He asked us to prayerfully consider coming to Columbus and 
continue their Gospel work at THE Ohio State University.  Not surprisingly, the Buckeyes had not really 
been on our radar screen.  But God had our attention, and we overcame our initial prejudice to investigate 
this possibility.  As we traveled to Columbus, and spoke with church and university leaders  we came to see 
that the spiritual need on campus was profound.  

God was getting our attention.  There was a handful of students left in Mosaic Church who were eager 
to join us, and we began to develop friendships.  The idea became more and more real….Wolverines and 
Buckeyes joined together to plant a church?  That seemed exactly like the sort of thing our God would do.  
It had His fingerprints all over it.

Over the years we had developed a strong relationship with a church in the Detroit area, Kensington 
Community Church, that has a tremendous heart for church planting.  They had been very excited about 
partnering with us on a church plant, and as this idea developed they came alongside us as partners in the 
endeavor, blessing us with invaluable resources, coaching  and wisdom.  And they weren’t the only ones.  
Local churches in the Columbus area...Heritage Christian Church, Vista Community Church, Upper 
Arlington Lutheran Church, Grace Point Community Church...all with a heart for college students and a 
desire to help, came alongside us to provide encouragement and practical help.  

And so, in the summer of 2008, a small team of us from Ann Arbor came down to Columbus and joined 
with some Buckeyes.  We spent the summer building a team, praying, and dreaming that H2O might be 
like the church in Antioch, where “the Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed 
and turned to the Lord.” (Acts 11:21) We hit the fall in faith, eager to see what God might do.
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10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY EDITION
Over the past 10 years we’ve seen God do incredible things in our church and in the lives of those who have been a part of it. 
In this special edition of the H2O Newsletter, we’ll take a look at where we started and where God has brought us. 
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The first ever H2O service was held at Hagerty Hall.  After a 
week of advertising, connecting with students, and lots of pray-
ing, we had over 100 people show up!  We worshipped the Lord 
together and then enjoyed food at the first-ever kick-off picnic 
led by Aziz Nahhas.

The first year, our small group communities were called 2|42 
Teams since the mission of these communities is to live out the 
community we see modeled for us in Acts 2:42-47.  We had two 
2|42 Teams: North and South.  These communities quickly 
turned into families as we pursued the Lord, served, and reached out together.  

An Ohio State tradition at this time was to jump into Mirror Lake the Thursday night before the Mich-
igan vs. Ohio State football game.  We thought this would be a great chance to reach out to students and 
tell them about Jesus!  We made hundreds of gallons of hot chocolate and showed up at the lake to pass 
out cups of hot chocolate to students jumping in the lake.  It was 30 degrees and snowing, but we had a 
lot of fun meeting students and inviting them to H2O. 

YEAR 1: 2008-2009

After an exciting first year of 2|42 Teams on campus, we decided to change the name to H2O Teams to 
make it more clear for people who weren’t familiar with the passage in Acts.  Second, we multiplied the 
teams and planted two new teams: H2O West and H2O Off-campus!  H2O Off-campus frequently met 
in the basement of Donato’s Pizza on High Street or at the infamous Colony Club apartments (where 40+ 
H2O people have lived over the years).

We loved having our service in Hagerty Hall, but found that we were soon overflowing. The only auditori-
um that would work for us was Hitchcock Hall, that seated nearly 700 people. It felt like a leap of faith to 
move to such a big auditorium, but God provided even more people to come to service and Hitchcock has 
been a great home for us ever since. 

We have been blessed by so many partnerships throughout the years at H2O.  Early on, we were blessed by 
Indianola Church of Christ, who graciously allowed us to host many events in their basement (Thanks-
giving outreach dinners, Christmas parties, graduate dinners) as well as our baptisms services.  We are so 
grateful to God for them!

We sent our first crew of students out to Colorado for Leadership Training in Estes Park this summer.  
The LT Program at Estes Park had been going on for many years with many of our sister churches in the 
Collegiate Church Network.  We loved seeing all that God did in the lives of students who spent the sum-
mer living and working at the YMCA of the Rockies!

YEAR 2: 2009-2010

During our third year, we continued to see our community grow with more students attending Sunday 
morning services and our small group communities! A highlight at one of the services was when Coach 
Jim Tressel came to give his Slice of Life. It was an honor to hear about his walk with Jesus and to have him 
encourage our church in our faith.

An H2O tradition that began our first year is an annual event that we now call the “Sister’s Banquet”.  
The men of H2O put together a banquet for the women: they arrange rides for the women to the local 
church at which the banquet is held, they cook and serve dinner, they entertain the women, and most 
importantly, they remind the women how much they are loved by their Heavenly Father!  It has been a 
highlight of every year and we are so grateful for all the men who have worked so hard over the years!

This year, the women wanted to show their love and support back to the men, so they put together a 
“Sisters Serving Brothers” event!  One of the women was an athletic training student and was able to 
reserve the recruitment room in the stadium!  Athletes such as Aaron Craft came to speak and share their 
testimonies!  After pizza in the recruitment room, the women then took the men on a tour of the stadium, 
including the press box, locker rooms, and field.  What an experience!

YEAR 3: 2010-2011



H2O CHURCH NEWSLETTER | SPRING 2018 3

Our small group communities continued to grow as we 
saw many teams multiply into more teams and by the end 
of the year, we had 11 H2O Teams!  It was an exciting year 
for Off-campus to multiply into a north (Off-campus Lane) 
and south (Off-campus King) team.  The renovations on the 
south campus dorms were completed and there were more 
students than ever before so south campus had four H2O 
teams this year!

A new endeavor for this year was the launch of H2O’s dis-
cipleship program called, “The Well”!  The purpose of The 
Well is to discover discipleship and explore H2O. It is a program which helps new students learn more 
about what it means to be a follower of Christ, and teaches them how we live that out as a church, and 
who we are as a church.  Over the years, we have had hundreds of students go through The Well and it has 
become a crucial part of helping students get connected to H2O.

Our spring break trips have continued to be an important part of our ministry each year as they help stu-
dents get away from campus for a week and focus on the Lord, all in the context of a close-knit. We have 
seen these be life transforming experiences.  We had six trips this year that went all over the country and 
even overseas to serve!

YEAR 6: 2013-2014

After two years of four H2O Teams, we multiplied teams and ended the year with eight H2O Teams!  The 
South team multiplied into two teams and in the winter, the North team multiplied from one to three 
teams!  It was exciting to see these communities grow, and to see students lead in these teams. Additional-
ly, we had our first H2O Team for post-graduates that was affectionately named Launch!  Since this was 
our fourth year on campus, we had a need to help post-graduates who desired to continue to be a part of 
H2O have a place to grow and thrive as followers of Christ.  

A value of H2O from the beginning was to be a community that served - we later made it an official core 
value that we would be a Community of Servants. This year, we launched “Service Saturdays”.  A student 
leader in H2O came up with the idea the previous summer: let’s serve one Saturday a month as a church!  
This service plan began in our fourth year and continues today (though they are now called Community 
Engagement Days) as we have further developed partnerships with organizations in Columbus.

YEAR 4: 2011-2012

The mission and vision of our H2O Teams continued to 
develop and grow this year.  We had another first: this was 
the first year we had a team that specifically reached out 
to international students: H2O International!  Ohio State 
has one of the largest populations of international students 
and we have a unique opportunity to share the gospel with 
them and then see the students bring the gospel back to 
their home countries, some of which are closed countries 
where Christians cannot even enter!

This year, our core values and mission statement were 
solidified. 

Our mission statement: H2O is a gospel-centered community whose mission is to see the college students, 
graduates, and professionals of The Ohio State University and Columbus become disciples of Jesus Christ 
who are equipped and prepared to influence their families, workplaces, and the world.

We are a local church body committed to the New Testament emphasis of living life together, as we pur-
sue the values that we see in the book of Acts. Orienting around the Gospel, we hope to live out our call as 
a community of grace, worship, life transformation, servants, faith, and a community that is sent. 

YEAR 5: 2012-2013
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One of our core values is to be a Community of Faith.  For the last few years, one of our faith goals was to 
obtain a building.  We had no idea how this would happen as real estate is very expensive around and near 
campus.  But, through our incredible partnership with Neil Avenue Baptist Church (NABC), God gave 
us a building!  In August 2016, the NABC congregation closed their doors and handed us their church 
building, the neighboring building (the Annex), and a rental property two doors down - for free!  It was 
an incredible gift from the Lord!  The fall was spent updating important safety features and renovating the 
worship space to update it and make it our own.  Many members of H2O sacrificed countless hours and 
many skills to make the transformation take place.  

YEAR 9: 2016-2017

One of our core values is to be a Community that is Sent.  We had been pray-
ing for the last few years that God would send a church plant team to another 
college campus for the sake of the gospel.  After years of praying and figuring 
out how we could do this, God formed a team and is sending them to plant a 
new church at Indiana University!

The team will be leaving at the end of the summer to start H2O Indiana this 
fall. Please pray for these individuals as they prepare for this transition, and for 
all the IU students who need to know Jesus!  Please also pray for wisdom, faith, 
good transitions, and provision for all the various logistical things that will be 
needed to get a new church started.

YEAR 10: 2017-2018

The small group community exploded this year in so many ways.  The Off-campus teams, South teams, 
and West team multiplied into more teams.  With 17 teams at the end of the year, many student leaders 
stepped into roles to lead their peers in gospel-centered communities on campus.

One small group community formed for the first time on campus: H2O Greek!  A student at H2O had 
been passionate about reaching out to Greek students for the last few years and teamed up with one of the 
South teams to do ministry in Greek life in order to infiltrate the Greek community with the gospel!

Another first for H2O this year was the beginning of a service for recent graduates (H2O City).  Through 
our incredible partnership with Neil Avenue Baptist Church, we were able to have a service at their build-
ing for these recent graduates.  It made it much easier for these folks to have childcare (so their kids didn’t 
have to sit in the basement of Hitchcock) and to invite their neighbors, friends, and co-workers to church.  
We had no idea what would come of this (and wouldn’t have imagined what would happen over the next 
few years)!  In addition to an H2O City service, the small group communities multiplied from H2O 
Launch to three City Life Groups (or CLGs). 

YEAR 7: 2014-2015

The year kicked off with an exciting change for H2O - we had a new logo!  We loved our first logo, but it 
was time for a change and the new logo gave us a fresh start to how we advertised on campus with posters 
and chalking.

For the first time ever, we invested in 2 major LT programs: a “destination” LT in Winter Park, CO, and 
Columbus LT.  Because these options provided flexibility, particularly for those who needed to stay in 
Columbus, over 100 students were able to be challenged to pursue a closer relationship with God that 
summer.

Right in our city is another college with over 25,000 students - Columbus State Community College.  
One of our staff had  a vision for reaching out to this campus, where so many of the needs for the Gospel 
are similar to those at Ohio State. Multiple small groups quickly popped up, giving students beyond OSU 
the opportunity to hear the Gospel!

YEAR 8: 2015-2016


