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MISSION OHIO: MOVING FORWARD WITH YOUR HEAD UP

With the sound of the
“Ray Roberts Gavel,” President David Starry, pastor of
Vandalia First Baptist Church,
called the 64th annual meeting of the State Convention
of Baptists in Ohio to order
November 8, 2017 hosted
by the Chillicothe Baptist
Church whose pastor Timothy Cline welcomed the 260
plus participants. President
Starry chose the theme “Mission Ohio: Moving Forward
with Your Head Up” to guide
the one-day meeting in
historic Chillicothe, Ohio the
first capitol of Ohio.
During the morning session, messengers approved
without opposition the
proposed 2017-2018 Mission
Ohio budget which maintains
the 2016 total budget amount
without an increase or
decrease and the 50/50 ratio

Ohio Disaster Relief providing child care.

2017-2018 SCBO Officers pictured left to right: Reginald Hayes, Second Vice President; Ryan Strother, First Vice President; David Starry, President; Faye Rodgers, Recording Secretary; Annette Dessecker, Asst. Recording Secretary; not
pictured Jack Kwok, Historian

distribution of Cooperative
Mission Program receipts between Mission Ohio and SBC
worldwide missions even
though receipts are forecasted to be approximately
5% below the 2016-2017
adopted budget. The total
Cooperative Mission Program
receipts required for the 2016

budget was $4,416,152.74.
If the 2016 budget were to
be subscribed this 50/50
ratio would have directed
$2,208,076.37 to the Mission
Ohio and $2,208,076.37 to
SBC worldwide missions as
would the 2017-2018 budget.
This move to the 50/50
ratio distribution in one
year required a decrease of
$78,050 in personnel costs
and an increase of 16.65%
(an additional $630,447)
in contributions from the
SCBO churches. This additional decrease in SCBO
staffing, brought the total to
a 52% reduction in positions
implemented over several
past years in order to continue supporting missions
from Ohio to the ends of the
earth.
“Moving Forward with

Your Head Up” captures
the commitment of Ohio
Southern Baptists to share
the Gospel from Ohio to the
ends of the earth. “Moving
Forward” requires sacrifice
and involves challenges.
Ohio Southern Baptists
recognize this and desire
to move forward with
our heads up in faith and
commitment to the Great
Commission. Supporting
missions from Ohio to the
ends of the earth is the
heartbeat of Ohio Southern
Baptists. The State Convention of Baptists in Ohio exists
to assist Southern Baptist
churches and associations in
Ohio obey the Great Commission.
Messengers to the 64th
annual meeting reelected
David Starry as President
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of the State Convention of
Baptists in Ohio; he is the
pastor of the First Baptist
Church in Vandalia, Ohio.
They elected Ryan Strother,
pastor of Central Baptist
Church in Marion, Ohio,
as the First Vice President;
he served as second vice
president during 2016.
For second vice president,
messengers cast ballots for
nominees either Reginald
Hayes, pastor of United
Faith International Baptist
Church in Columbus, Ohio,
or Chad Keck, pastor of Kettering First Baptist Church
in Beavercreek, Ohio. Hayes
received 131 votes, and Keck

nessee Baptist Convention,
messengers to the Tennessee Baptist Convention
approved the extension as
well. The Tennessee-Ohio
Partnership has blessed
Mission Ohio significantly
for which Ohio Southern
Baptists are very grateful.
In response to a motion
from the 2016 annual meeting, the Mission Council
presented a proposed
revision to the SCBO Constitution and By-Laws. The
SCBO Constitution requires
the presentation of a written
proposal of any revisions to
the messengers at an annual
meeting and a vote on the

David Starry calls the meeting to order.

received 80 votes. Messengers reelected Faye Rodgers,
member of Northside Baptist Church in Springfield,
Ohio as Recording Secretary
and Annette Dessecker,
member of Lincoln Heights
Baptist Church in Mansfield,
Ohio, as Assistant Recording
Secretary.
The SCBO Mission Council recommended a 3-year
extension of the TennesseeOhio partnership. Messengers approved this without
any opposition. During the
annual meeting of the Ten-

proposal at the following
annual meeting. Executive
Director Jack Kwok presented the proposed revisions.
They are posted ConstitutionRevision-IntroAndText.
pdf on the SCBO website.
The Resolutions Committee, chaired by Jeff Woolum,
presented eight resolutions
to the messengers. Messengers approved all eight resolutions which are posted
2017AdoptedResolutions.
pdf on the SCBO website.
They also received reports
from all SBC Agencies & Enti-

ties.
the collection of backpacks
James Risner, pastor of
to be given to children in
Brantwood Baptist Church
the Appalachia area. Mesin Dayton, Ohio and chair of sengers and guests brought
the Nominating Committee, presented the
nominees for 2018-20
Mission Council vacancies: a list of nominees
2018MissionCouncilApprovedNominees.pdf is
on the SCBO Website.
Messengers approved all
nominations.
Messengers approved
without opposition the
recommendation from
Dennis Betts, chair of the
Time, Place, and Preacher
Committee, to hold the
65th Annual Meeting
of the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio
Cornelious Hancock delivers the
November 7, 2018 at
the Kalahari Convention “Annual Sermon”
Center 7000 Kalahari Drive
410 backpacks to the anSandusky, Ohio. 44870.
nual meeting. Many SCBO
They also approved the rec- churches have sent their
ommendation of David Fra- collection directly.
sure, pastor of First Baptist
SCBO Constitution and
Church in South Lebanon,
By-Laws required the transOhio to preach the annual
action of business and ensermon and Paul Daulton,
gagement in worship. The
pastor of Parma Baptist
Carl Cartee Worship Band
Church in Parma, Ohio, to
led the music. Executive Dibe the alternate.
rector Jack Kwok, President
Auxiliary Meetings inDavid Starry, and Pastor
cluded a Pastor’s Conference Connie Hancock preached
and Luncheon, New Beginfrom different texts emphanings Banquet for Church
sizing the theme of Mission
Planters and Sponsors, MisOhio: Moving Forward with
sion Support and MobilizaOur Heads Up.”
tion Breakfast, and Women
President David Starry
in Ministry Luncheon. The
preached on “Living Life
SCBO Disaster Relief Child
with Our Heads Up” from
Care Unity provided nursery Luke 21:20-28. He stressed
and child care for registered the need to face reality with
messengers.
the assurance that Jesus
Appalachian Regional
is coming again and to be
Ministries and Mission
ready at all times. BelievSupport and Mobilization
ers are living in difficult
Resource Group coordinated and challenging days. Yet,
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Jesus is coming again, and
He shall defeat the enemy
Satan and sin. The imminent return of Christ must
motivate Ohio believers to
reach Ohio for Jesus. Believers must focus on today and
be on guard while watching
for the Return of Jesus.
Connie Hancock, pastor of
Springboro Baptist Church
in Springboro, Ohio, delivered the annual sermon
from the text Exodus25. His
message targeted primarily pastors with appropriate
applications for church staff
and church members. He
exhorted the attendees to
be content in the ministry to
which God has called them.
Notwithstanding, he acknowledged that ministry is
hard. Thus, he encouraged
leaders not only to avoid
neglecting their families, but
to protect them and include
them as partners in ministry.
He emphasized protecting
yourself as the leader by
setting boundaries in time,
responsibilities, and inter-

personal relationships. Pastor Hancock concluded by
affirming ministry is worth it
all.
Executive Director Jack
Kwok addressed the theme
of “Moving Forward with
Your Head Up” from Acts 1:8.

Witness to Jesus and His
Life-Changing Gospel Message in our Southern Baptist
context.
Through the local witness/ministries of churches
who cooperative with local
associations and the Coop-

Executive Director Jack Kwok addressed the theme of
“Moving Forward with Your Head Up” from Acts 1:8.

He cited the text instructing
Christ’s disciples to provide
the Evidence of Our Witness to Jesus and His LifeChanging Gospel Message
in faithful communication
and conduct. From the text,
he applied the Extent of Our

erative Mission Program,
Sothern Baptists can obey
the Great Commission
simultaneously rather than
sequentially. Going to a
50/50 ratios for the distribution of Cooperative Mission Program receipts from

SCBO churches has severely
impacted the resources and
personnel of the Mission
Ohio Resource team. However, we are called to keep
moving forward. Moving
forward as a good witness to
Jesus requires that we keep
our heads up by looking to
Jesus who is with us all the
way. This is Mission Ohio:
Moving Forward with Heads
up from Ohio to the Ends of
the Earth.
President Starry gaveled
the 64th annual meeting
of the State Convention of
Baptists in Ohio to a close.
Registered messengers
numbered 231 from 108
churches which included
all 15 associations. Annual
Church profile numbers
have become less dependable for accuracy due to the
lack of reporting. The best
reports available indicated
that about 745 congregations with approximately
100,000 members cooperate
with the State Convention of
Baptists in Ohio.
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2017 Adopted Resolutions
2017 Resolutions Committee
Jeff Woolum (Chair), Steve Brown, Andrew Hancock, Steve Spurlock, Matthew Black
Resolution #1
On Expressing Our Gratitude
WHEREAS, God has instructed His people to express gratefulness for those who serve faithfully (1 Thessalonians 1:2); and
WHEREAS, Our convention president, David Starry has faithfully served for the past year and has assisted with preparations for
this meeting; and
WHEREAS, Our vice president Ryan Strother, recording secretary Faye Rodgers, assistant recording secretary Annette Dessecker,
and historian Jack Kwok have ably served and assisted with preparations for this meeting, and
WHEREAS, The pastor, staff, and members of the Chillicothe Baptist Church, Chillicothe, Ohio, which is part of the Scioto Valley
Baptist Association, have been so gracious as to host this meeting; and
WHEREAS, The devoted staff of the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio have played an extended role in planning and organizing
this year’s Annual Meeting; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That we, the messengers of the 64th Annual Meeting of the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio, express our gratefulness and appreciation for their leadership.
Resolution #2
On Appreciation of Those Involved in Crisis Ministries
WHEREAS, The volunteers of the Southern Baptist Disaster Relief, and especially our own Ohio Disaster Relief Units, have effectively and compassionately ministered to individuals throughout our nation during recent natural disasters and crises; and
WHEREAS, There exists a need for new volunteers to demonstrate the love and mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ in these and future
times of crises; and
WHEREAS, God has specifically given the church the avenue of prayer to communicate with God the praises and needs of His
people (Luke 10:1-2); and
WHEREAS, God often uses His people to display His faithfulness; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That we the messengers of the 64th Annual Meeting of the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio applaud and affirm
the work of Southern Baptists in Disaster Relief efforts and encourage additional volunteers to prepare to meet needs in times of
crises; and be it further
RESOLVED, That we continually keep as a matter of prayer the great good that is accomplished during Disaster Relief initiatives
and pray for both volunteers and victims in these crises; and be it further
RESOLVED, Thatwe appreciate the contributions of churches and individuals for Disaster Relief and encourage continued financial
and participatory support of the ongoing work of Disaster Relief of the Southern Baptist Convention.
Resolution #3
On Mission Support Through the Cooperative Program
WHEREAS, The Cooperative Program serves Southern Baptists as a financial strategy to reach the lost and funds missionaries
around the world through support of our State Convention of Baptists in Ohio, The North American Mission Board, and the International Mission Board; and
WHEREAS, the messengers of the 63rd Annual Meeting of the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio approved a 50/50 split in distribution of the Cooperative Program gifts from Ohio churches in the 2016 Annual Meeting which requireda significant increase in
budget; and
WHEREAS, the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio is experiencing a budget shortfall, even after significant personnel reductions;
and
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WHEREAS, we believe that we can accomplish more in sharing the great news of Jesus Christ with the multitudes of lost people
across Ohio, across North American, and around the world through working together; be it therefore
RESOLVED, That the messengers of the 64thAnnual Meeting of the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio
encourage those churches on the journey to increase mission support to include an increase in the Cooperative Program as a part
of that strategy; and be it further
RESOLVED, That we celebrate each Ohio Baptist church which, in addition to its own mission activities, supports missions and
ministries through generous giving to the Cooperative Program and encourage continued mission support through the Cooperative Program; and be it further
RESOLVED, That we encourage member churches of the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio who are not giving or giving minimally to the Cooperative Program to develop a strategy to increase their percentage ofmission support through the Cooperative
Program; and be it further
RESOLVED, That we commit ourselves to fulfill the original vision of the Cooperative Program for the propagation of the Gospel.
Resolution #4
On Appreciation of the Service of Lois and Orville Griffin to Ohio Baptists
WHEREAS, Orville and Lois Griffin sacrificially moved to Ohio in 1954 to pastor the one-year-old East Dayton Baptist Mission and
led that church to grow, build its first building and attain nearly 1,000 members; and
WHEREAS, Reverend Doctor Orville Griffin served as associational moderator and as state convention vice president and president
as well as other places of service during his tenure as pastor; and
WHEREAS, in 1966 he resigned East Dayton Baptist Church to become Director of Missions for the Greater Cincinnati Baptist Association until 1970 when he became the Director of Missions for the Greater Dayton Baptist Association, serving until 1976; and
WHEREAS, in 1976 Orville Griffin became the Director of Evangelism and Stewardship for the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio
and in 1982 transitioned to became the Associate Executive Director; and
WHEREAS, in 1992 Orville Griffin became the Executive Director-Treasurer of the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio where he
faithfully served until his retirement in 1997; and
WHEREAS, Both Lois and Orville Griffin, after several decades of Christian ministry and 65 years of devoted marriage, went to be
with the lord this past year; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That we the messengers of the 64th Annual Convention of the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio celebrate the lives
and ministry of Lois and Orville Griffin and express to their family and friends our appreciation for their example of devoted Christian service and ministry.
Resolution #5
On Appreciation of the Ministry of Rev. A. H. “Brother Sam”Sampley
WHEREAS, Rev. A. H. “Brother Sam” Sampley served the Lord faithfully in Ohio for many years; and
WHEREAS, He served faithfully as Pastor of First Baptist Church, West Jefferson, from where he retired; and
WHEREAS, He continued to serve God at numerous other Churches in the area; and
WHEREAS, He blessed many lives through the initiation of the national Chaplaincy Ministry of the Southern Baptist Convention
Disaster Relief, stemming from his ministry in New York City to family and friends of 9/11 victims and serving in Disaster Relief
chaplaincy ministry for 17 years; and
WHEREAS, “Brother Sam” assisted Betty, his wife of 66 years, as she served as Ohio’s first Disaster Relief Child Care Coordinator; and
WHEREAS, “Brother Sam” went home to be with the Lord on May 30, 2017; therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That we the members of the 64th Annual Convention of the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio celebrate the life and
ministry of Rev. A. H. “Brother Sam” Sampley and express to Betty and to his family and friends our appreciation for the example of
devoted Christian service and ministry.
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Moving Forward Pastors’ Conference
By: Jack Helton, Evangelism
Resource Group
The 2017 Pastors’ Conference was held Tuesday,
November 7th at Chillicothe
Baptist Church. The event
kicked off with a pastors’
luncheon followed by a
panel discussion addressing the cultural issues of the
day impacting God’s church,
Christian families, and Christian students. Panel participants were Dan Darling, Vice
President of Communications for the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission
of the SBC (www.dandarling.
com); Aaron Baer, President
of Citizens for Community
Values (www.ccv.org); Peyton Hill, Pastor at Highland
Baptist Church (www.hbcgc.
org); John Avant, President
of Life Action Ministries Division (www.lifeaction.org);
and Dr Jeff Iorg, President of
Gateway Seminary
(www.gs.edu).

Following the luncheon
and panel discussion, the
people attending the conference were able to enjoy
the music of the Carl Cartee
Praise Band. The music was
outstanding and the bands
spirit of leading in worship
was as good as any Christian
could experience. What a joy
to have these fine brothers
and sisters in Christ with us
for the day!
Dr. Iorg kicked off the
afternoon preaching session
with a tremendously challenging message exhorting everyone to do greater
works than Jesus did! Of
particular interest to me was
the challenge to pray bigger
prayers! Thomas Hammond,
Pastor at FBC Alpharetta, GA
(www.fbca.com), reminded
us that in doing ministry we
don’t go it alone. He then
shared with us a 2016 Georgia Baptist Mission Board initiative called “The Big Invite”

(which we will be doing in
Ohio in 2018). This initiative
is designed to encourage
Christians to personally
invite those far from God
to attend church on Easter
Sunday. Many churches that
participated in The Big Invite
reported record attendance
that day!
In between the afternoon
and evening sessions the
Church Planting Resource
Group held their “New
Beginnings” banquet. This
time of food and fellowship
is designed to draw our attention to the importance
of planting new churches
in Ohio and introducing us
to many of the planters and
their families. We praise God
for these that have launched
out in faith to do the work of
ministry in Ohio.
The conference concluded with a supernatural and
spirit filled time of worship
and preaching. Carl Cartee

shared that he was led to
share with us a new song
that he had recently written. The songs title was Just
Say Yes. John Avant then
approached the pulpit and
shared with Carl and our attendees that God had given
him a new message that
afternoon to preach that
evening. The message title,
JUST SAY YES! And what a
message it was! And what
a glorious time of response
afterwards as we entreated
the Lord to bring revival to
our lives, His people, and His
church! What a great end
to a great day worshipping
our Great God and King! If
you missed attending, you
missed a blessing!

Top Left: Carl Cartee Band, Top Right: Jeff Iorg Bottom, Left: John Avant Invitation, Bottom Right: Thomas Hammond
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Mission Support and
Mobilization (MSM)
Breakfast the morning of
the SCBO annual meeting
continued the “Y” theme.
Churches and individuals
were challenged to
understand not simply
what they do but more
importantly (why) “Y” they
do missions. “We must
operate out of our “Y”
(why) if we are to reach this
generation.”
The top giving churches
to the Ray Roberts State
Missions Offering at the time
of the annual meeting are:
Hillcrest Baptist Church, New
Carlisle, Pastor Larry Lambes
is the top giving church;
Philo Baptist Church, Pastor Curt Goins is the largest
percentage giving church;
and Cambodian American
Baptist Church, Granville,
Pastor Chonda San is the
largest percentage giving international church.
At this time $149,000 has
been received towards our
statewide goal of $200,000.
Individuals recognized
for serving out of their
“Y” was Mrs. Sue Stickel,
WMU State
President, for
her service regarding WMU

ministry this past year. Also,
Mark Jones, Associational
Missionary for Northcoast
Baptist Association (NCBA).
Mark has served NCBA
churches with development
of new ministries, served
as point person for Ohio’s
partnership efforts with New
England Baptists Convention and development of our
statewide mission opportunities website.
Opportunities to hear
from various mission efforts
over this past year. Our partners from Tennessee Baptists
– Mobilizer Kim Margrave
and New England Baptists –
Mobilizer Tim Buhner each
informed of the progress
made serving with Ohio
Baptists. Last, Scott Ehlers

shared regarding
Protect the Faith
Church Security
and the benefit
for each church to
develop a church
safety strategy.
Time was given
to our upcoming
“Engage 2018”
gathering to be
held on February
3, 2018 at Dublin
Baptist Church in the Columbus area. Our keynote
speaker will be Charles
Mully of Kenya, Africa. You
can find more information
regarding “Engage 2018” on
the SCBO webpage.
Bill Barker, Director of
Appalachian Regional Ministries (ARM) brought the

devotion from Philippians
1:3-5 – “ I thank my God upon
every remembrance of you,
Always in every prayer of mine
for you all making request
with joy, For your fellowship in
the gospel from the first day
until now;”
Before he shared, Dr. Kwok
and Dennis Betts joined Bill
on the platform to recognize Bill’s sixteen and a half
years of service to ARM and
Ohio Baptists. Bill Barker
will retire at the end of 2017.
Bill was presented a plaque
marking his service to Ohio
Baptists.
By Duane Floro, Missions
Support & Mobilization Group
Leader, SCBO

December 2017 | Ohio Baptist Messenger | Page 9

...to teach and portray biblical manhood and how it is to be lived out in today’s world.

Jeff Christopherson

friday-saturday
Joe T. Veal

Joshua Lenon

TICKETS: $15 PURCHASE: menssummit.urbancrest.org
LOCATION: Urbancrest At Lebanon, Lebanon OH
FRIDAY: Dinner at 5:00 pm; Summit at 7:00 pm
SATURDAY: Breakfast at 7:00 am; Summit at 9:00 am

26-27
jan2018

For Sale 5 Screenflex dividers for sale. I have 3 that are 24’ wide by 6’8 high and 2 that are 20’ by
6’8” high. Price is $1000 or $200 a piece. If interested call Calvary Baptist Church, Middletown, Oh at
513-423-7251. Have only been used about 5 times.
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Something Beautiful, Something Good!! Pastors’ Wives Luncheon
By: Sheri Bogardus
“Something beautiful, something good.
All my confusion He
understood. All I had
to offer Him was brokenness and strife, but
He made something
beautiful of my life”.
These are the words
to a song written
by Bill Gaither. This
song keeps coming
to mind as I think
about the testimony shared by Jody
Jones, wife of Mark
Jones, Associational Missionary
for the North Coast
Baptist Association. Jody shared
with the ladies that
gathered for the
Pastors’ Wives Luncheon at the State
Convention of Baptists Annual Meeting
in Chillicothe, Ohio on Wednesday, Nov.
8th.
We were so blessed by her testimony
and through her songs. God is
still in the miracle business and
she is a testimony to God’s goodness and grace that belongs to
each of us. We were all broken
and without hope when we are
without Christ. He is our only
hope to make something beautiful out of each of our lives. He is
still changing lives when we give
ourselves to Him and let Him do a
work in us. He takes our brokenness and brings wholeness, he
takes our anger, bitterness and
strife and turns it into joy, hope,
kindness and peace.
Thank you Jody for having the
courage to share your testimony
with all of us. You were a true
blessing to me and others. I believe that I love you all the more

for sharing with us. Both you and Mark
are a blessing to many and both are a
walking testament to the power of God
through your changed lives!! To Him be
the glory!!

We enjoyed a
lovely lunch together
and had great fellowship. Debbie Lynch
and her friends made
homemade mints
for all the ladies as a
treat and we enjoyed
a nice soup, salad
and sandwich which
was catered by
Panera Bread and
served by the Ohio
WMU Leadership
Team, led by Sue
Stickel, Ohio WMU
President. Melanie Smith was our
emcee and she
encouraged us all
with an ice breaker
and prizes. Thank
you Melanie for
your love for Pastors’ wives.
I know the
luncheon was an encouragement to me
and I hope that it was to all that attended.
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resources

fellowship

Gear Up, Get Ready...

TRAINING
games

FUN

WORSHIP

2018 VBS Director's Preview

Saturday, November 4, 2017
renewal
By: Margie Thomas, VBS Director at Brookside Baptist
Church
The 2018 VBS Directors Preview, which was held at
Crossing Community Church in Hilliard this year, had us
gearing up for life's big Game!
With a sports theme this next year, we were given
several visual ideas on how to incorporate the theme
with each individual day’s lesson and mission segment.
The theme has something that everyone can relate
to. The VBS State Leadership team was energized and
ready to get us fired up to start NOW making 2018
Vacation Bible School a huge success and the outreach
we need for our communities.
Gear Up! Get Ready! Game On!

Lori Wilson of Violet BC in Pickerington, Margie Thomas Brookside in
Reynoldsburg, and Wendy Hammock at City of Refuge in Whitehall

VBS Director Preview Crew

Page 12 | Ohio Baptist Messenger | December 2017

By: Jack Helton, Evangelism
Resource Group Leader
More than 140 pastors
and leaders had the opportunity recently to attend
the Engage 24 Evangelism
Workshop hosted by Liberty
Heights Church (LHC) in
the Cincinnati Area Baptist
Association (CABA). Five of
the leading Southern Baptist
pastors in America encouraged, equipped, and challenged workshop attendees
to be personally intentional
in sharing the gospel with
those far from God. In
addition, attendees were
asked to lead the churches
in which they serve to be
laser focused in reaching
their communities with the
gospel.
Jimmy Scroggins (www.
jimmyscroggins.com) spoke
on the importance of creating an evangelistic culture
in a church. James Merritt
(www.touchinglives.org) un-

apologetically asked attendees, “When was the last time
you led someone to Christ?
Or even tried to?” John
Meador (www.johnmeador.
com) encouraged pastors to
be deeply connected with
community leaders as they
build church and community gospel strategies. Ken
Whitten (www.idelwild.org)
challenged attendees to
practice gospel hospitality.
Joel Southerland, National
Evangelism Strategist for
NAMB (www.peavine.org),
challenged pastors to lead
their churches to be on mission, to gather on mission,
and to live on mission.
In addition, Joel (along
with Dr. Page) introduced a

new NAMB and SBC national “gospel conversation”
initiative encouraging SBC
churches to do their part in
seeing Southern Baptists
commit to having 1,000,000
gospel conversations with
those far from God within
the next 12 months. Go to
www.gcchallenge.com today to register your church’s
commitment to this gospel
conversation challenge!
Finally, attendees were
blessed to have a surprise
visitor to the event. Dr. Frank
Page, President and CEO
of the Executive Committee of the SBC shared with
everyone his passion and
belief that the world can be
impacted for Christ as SBC

churches carry the compassionate and powerful mantle
of the gospel of Christ to
a lost and dying world. He
challenged each pastor and
church leader to do their
part in seeing their own
communities impacted with
a gospel witness!
This event was
co-sponsored by the North
American Mission Board
(NAMB) and the State Convention of Baptists in Ohio
(SCBO), and was made possible by the generous and
faithful gifts of churches to
the Cooperative Program!
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Wake-Up Call: Sexual Integrity Weekend
at Dayton Avenue Baptist Church
By Pastor Jonathan Young

My phone buzzed with a
text that said “you need to
come to the church RIGHT
NOW.” Thankfully, I was
only two minutes away,
and as I arrived, two more
texts prepared me for the
scene. During a non-church
event, a recording device
was discovered hidden in
one of our bathrooms. As I
came through the door, the
shaken guests were waiting
in the foyer for me and
for the Sheriff to arrive – a
scene now burned into my
memory. Looking back,
though, this event was a
wake-up call that the Lord
knew we needed to hear.
Sexual integrity sin is
an all-too-common reality
today, and our church family
had already been affected
by several cases of marital
infidelity that had become
publicly known. While
those burdens were heavy
enough, this was a new
challenge: fully cooperating
with the judicial system,
compassionately helping
the victims, wisely dealing

with unwanted publicity,
graciously counseling the
offender, and prayerfully
leading our church family
through all this. Clearly, this
was beyond our abilities!
As we sought resources
to help minister to the
individuals affected by these
heartbreaking situations,
our church leadership
realized that we all needed
to be better equipped for
the attacks of the enemy.
We needed to claim “Greater
is He that is in us than he
that is in the world” (1 John
4:4) and at the same time
we needed His strength
and wisdom to learn how to
better avoid these tragedies
before they become
realities.
Our research led us to
Troy and Melissa Haas from
HopeQuest Ministries in
Woodstock Georgia (www.
hopequestgroup.org). On
Saturday October 21, Troy
and Melissa conducted
a regional seminar for
church and ministry
leaders designed to help us

better minister to people
affected by these issues.
Then on Sunday the 22nd,
Troy and Melissa shared
their story in both of our
worship services, conducted
separate teaching sessions
for men and women,
conducted a working lunch
session, and also provided a
limited number of personal
counseling sessions for
individuals afterward. Audio
recordings of portions of
those sessions can be heard
on our church website,
www.daytonave.org/media/
audio/ (search by date).
The Sexual Integrity
Weekend (as we called it)
is only part of an on-going
effort at our church to
minister more effectively
to those who have been
affected by sexual sin. As
Troy emphasized, this issue
is not going away; instead,
it is likely going to be the
biggest issue the church will
continue to face for years
to come. While the subject
matter makes some folks
uncomfortable, equipping

and protecting our churches
is too critical an issue NOT
to address. We are being
as sensitive as we can while
speaking to these issues
with our church family,
and so far, their response
has been only positive and
affirming.
One final word. Five
months after our wake up
call, our church family has
seen God bring healing and
reconciliation. Recently,
the offender addressed our
church family with a humble
statement of repentance
and asked for forgiveness.
Even though these have
been difficult months, this
has brought us repeatedly
back to the heart of the
Gospel – forgiveness and
reconciliation – and God
has been working all things
together for our good.
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In Search of the Perfect Vacation
By: Maude von Ehrenkrook
Have you ever taken your
family to Disney World?
I have not. My kids are
nine, seven, five and three
and Disney World sounds
good in theory – for about a
minute. Then I start to consider the heat, long lines,
missing naptimes, hordes of
strangers, sunburns, grime
and germs, inappropriate clothing, alligators at
resorts, travel time with a
cranky three-year-old and,
most of all, cost. Actually,
Disney World just sounds
stressful.
What is a family to do for
vacation?
I want something relaxing, where my three-yearold and nine-year-old can
both have fun. I want to
focus on family time but
not drive each other crazy. I
want to go somewhere closer and cheaper. But where
do you find such a perfect
family vacation?
Luckily, I grew up going
on such a vacation with my
family every year. It is my
favorite place in the entire
world. It is the favorite
place of several of my siblings too. In fact, one of my
sisters got married there!
I am the fourth of ten
children. My father was
a pastor, my mom stayed
home to raise us. We didn’t
travel much because of the
cost and the logistical stress
of getting twelve people
anywhere. But when
I was about three my
family starting attending Family Week at Sen-

eca Lake Baptist Assembly.
It was perfect for us.
There were plenty of
activities for the older kids –
the oldest was eleven when
we started attending Family
Camp. They have a swimming pool, a gym, paddleboating and canoeing,
mini-golf, volleyball, pingpong, sports competitions
and more. For the younger
kids and babies, Family Camp provided a safe,
relaxing way for parents to
enjoy their children without
having the stress of cooking or hauling them to a
restaurant. Over the years,
the families who attended
Family Camp became a big
extended family to us. We
shared each other’s joys and
sorrows. We made sweet
memories year after year
with the families at camp.
I went to Seneca Lake
Baptist Assembly every
year for youth summer
camp and the youth winter retreat. I was an adult
counselor for our church
for GA camp and attended
a women’s retreat there as
an adult. As I mentioned,
Seneca Lake is my favorite
place in the world. But my
favorite time to be there is
during Family Week.
Family Week is set to a
slower pace than the other
camps. I think this gives
everyone more time for introspection and meditating
on the Word of God. The

Vespers Service set high on
a hill over-looking a beautiful lake is where we sing
our heartfelt worship to
the Lord and share testimonies with each other. I’ve
always felt that the Vespers
Service was the heart of
Family Week. We finish
each evening in the Chapel
with a family service with
singing and preaching. This
is what I want for my family. A place where we can
retreat with other Christians
and shore up our spirits for
the rest of the year. That is
vacation.
When my firstborn child
was one year old, we attended Family Week. We
had a wonderful time. My
husband and I spent quality
time with each other and
our little boy. We left feeling refreshed and rejuvenated – quite different from
the exhausted, stressed out
feeling most vacations had
left us with. My husband
and I committed then that
we would attend Family Week every year as we
raised our children.
That was the last year
they held Family Week.
I was devastated. I am
not exaggerating. Family
Week at Seneca Lake had
meant the world to me as a
child and teenager. It was a
week where my dad didn’t
have to work and my mom
didn’t have to cook – which
meant we could just spend

time together and hang
out. It was a time where I
could see the deep, abiding
faith of the people around
me – people I knew had
been through so much yet
continued to have faith
and love for Christ. I credit
much of my consistent walk
with Christ to the examples
I saw at Family Camp. I
wanted that for my growing
family as well.
Fortunately for me, other
people were disappointed
too. Last year some of my
“extended family” from previous years’ Family Week got
together and held the first
Family Week at Seneca Lake
Baptist Assembly in seven
years. It was like a reunion.
This time I was able to attend with my four children!
My mom and several of my
siblings and their families
attended too.
In previous years, my husband and I have taken the
kids on several vacations.
We’ve gone to the mountains, the ocean, even to
Canada and we’ve not had
a vacation we’ve enjoyed
more than last year’s Family
Week at Seneca Lake.
I will be at Family Week
in June and would love
to have you join us. The
registration information is
available at www.abrook.
org/familycamp/. And you
can follow Family Week on
Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/senecalakefamilycamp/ for
notifications and
announcements.
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Early Bird fee is $10.00 per person through 1/19/18.
Regular Registration fee is $15.00 per person after 1/19/18.
You can bring your whole family for $25.00.
Lunch is included in this price!

Visit our website at
http://www.scbo.org/event/engage-mrrt
to register and for more information as it becomes
available, i.e. breakouts and program.

We will learn the “Y” we should get
involved in Kingdom work and the “how to”
be involved. If you have a passion for a certain
area of missions we will have people there
that can help you get involved.
Big churches and small churches need to get
engaged in Missions.
There will be a children’s program offered for
the kids by the Ohio WMU.
Mully will be with us in person as
our Key Note speaker.
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Church Hendersonville
Keynote Speakers First Baptist
Nashville Area, TN 37075
March 9-10, 2018
(Friday - Saturday)
Early Bird - $50 (Group Rate: Buy 5, get 1 free)
Ends January 31, 2018
Regular Registration - $65
Go to
www.scbo.org/event/track-sunday-school-conference
for more details and for the LifeWay registration button.
Ted Traylor, Pastor at Olive Baptist
Church in Pensacola, FL

Allan Taylor, Director of Church
Education Ministry with LifeWay

What is OnTrack?
OnTrack is a conference uniquely focused on Sunday School and
its best practices for departmental leaders, teachers, trainers, and
volunteers. This short but essential conference provides your entire
Sunday School team (staff, leaders, and teachers) with two kinds of
training: vision-casting general sessions about the overall importance
of Sunday School work in the mission of your church, and age-level
and ministry-area specific break-out sessions for hands-on training
and application. Every attendee will be encouraged and equipped
by prominent Sunday School leaders to go home and immediately
implement what they learn.
Thriving Churches Have One Thing in Common
Research consistently proves that thriving churches invest time and
effort into training their Sunday School and small group leaders. A
trained leader is more motivated, feels equipped, remains a leader for
a longer duration, trains up other leaders, and is more entrenched in
the church's overall mission. Sunday is too important to the mission
of your church; OnTrack will help you get the most out of it.
NEW This Year: Pre-Conference Sessions on March 9, 2018

December 2017 | Ohio Baptist Messenger | Page 17

NEW PARTNERSHIP ENHANCES OBF
MINISTRIES TO OHIO CHURCHES

The Ohio Baptist Foundation (OBF) recently entered into a formal partnership with the Baptist Foundation of Oklahoma
(BFOK). This partnership will offer Ohio Southern Baptist churches an opportunity to apply for a new church loan, refinance
an existing church loan, or place church finances in a short-term investment management account! Contact Jack Helton
(jackhelton@scbo.org or 614.309.9738) for additional information concerning these new exciting stewardship opportunities!

New Pastor & Staff Orientation
March 13, 2018
9:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
State Convention of Baptists
SCBO Resource Center
9000 Antares Avenue
Columbus, OH
The New Pastor and Staff Orientation provides opportunity to meet the State Resource Team Leaders and learn what
resources are available. There is no registration fee; however, advance registration is necessary through Linnett Snodgrass.
Spouses are invited and encouraged to attend. Orientation begins at 9:30 a.m. and concludes by 3:00 p.m.
Contact Linnett Snodgrass (lsnodgrass@scbo.org or 614-601-6876) for more information.
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Boldly Grow Conference - Some Big Takeaways
By: David Frasure, Pastor
In October of this year we
had the privilege of having
LIfeWay Sunday School
Consultant, Allan Taylor in
our state. Brother Taylor
inspired and challenged us
to take Sunday School back
to its evangelistic roots and
to use it as a primary tool to
minister to people and
disciple them in Christ. The
workshop was like taking a
drink from a fire hydrant, but
let me share a few big
takeaways.
1. Sunday School works if
we work it. Far too many
churches have their Sunday
School on autopilot. No one
is leading the effort to start
new classes, organize ministry, invite new people or
enlist and train new workers.
Teachers too often come
under-prepared and unenthusiastic about putting
forth the effort to reach new
people. Without a willingness to work the Sunday
School, its impact weakens,
and it becomes ineffective.
The need is for leadership.
2. Sunday School is an effective strategy for church
growth. Growing churches
have learned that growing the Sunday School will
bring growth to other key
areas of the church. When
the Sunday School grows,
baptisms increase, giving
increases and more people

are involved in the worship
service. Churches can be
very busy without going
anywhere, but a growing
Sunday School still brings
the results we all pray for,
if we use it as a deliberate
strategy to reach and disciple people.
3. Starting new classes is
essential. Taylor outlined
several ways to start new
classes. It seems we fear
the concept of “splitting the
class,” but churches are more
open to other methods.
Sometimes a new member’s or pastor’s class can
be developed into a new
class. A class may be started
relationally by enlisting
a teacher and her closest
friends to be on mission
through the Sunday School.
Some people can become
trailblazers by seeing a need
for a certain kind of class.
With a fist full of prospects,
they seek to start a class
where one never existed
before. Brother Taylor also
spoke to starting new units
based on a special topic or
felt need, that could then
be easily transitioned into a
disciple-making class.
4. Sunday School classes
must focus on making
disciples who can make
disciples. Taylor offered
several biblical disciplines
of a real disciple of Christ
and challenged us to

deny our self-centeredness,
stay in the Word and obey
the Great Commission.
5. Sunday School must become a leadership pipeline
for the church. New leaders
must constantly be developed in a growing church.
As we enlist new leaders for
ministries, we look to those
growing, committed people
who are already active in the
Sunday School. In fact, as
we organize leaders within
the class to do member
care and evangelism, we
are preparing leaders who
may serve in other areas of
the church. Taylor insisted
that each adult class needed
an apprentice teacher who
would one day take over the
class or start a new one.
6. The Sunday School must
be mobilized for the mission. The Sunday School can
put more people to work
doing ministry than any
other ministry in the church.
We generally want trained,
“professional” pastors to
preach the Word and provide the overall leadership
of the church, but Sunday
School is designed to be the
ministry of the people. It is

By: David Frasure, Pastor

God’s “stimulus plan” for
pastors to equip the people
so they can also do the work
of the ministry (Ephesians
4:11-12).
A growing, vital Sunday
School translates into a
healthy, mission-focused
church. With so many
churches plateaued, declining or even dying, it may
be time to reconsider the
impact of a significant emphasis on the ministry of the
Sunday School. It doesn’t
just help the church to grow,
it helps the church to boldly
grow!
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The Alaska Adventure of Leading Like Jesus
Continuing our partnership with the Alaska Baptist
Convention (ABC) Church
Development group, the
Bible Teaching/Leadership
Resource Group assembled
a team of six, led by Dwayne
Lee, to lead Sunday School
leader training in Alaska

again Mark 3:13-15, how
we are called to intimacy
with Jesus. Our relationship
with Him, leads us to be on
mission with Him, and know
spiritual authority that
comes only from Him. As we
went from church to church,
we were reminded to live

November 10-14.
Alaska is beautiful! As
quickly as the team fell in
love with the landscape,
we also fell in love with
the people and churches.
It was exciting to share
with church leaders what it
means to Lead Like Jesus.
In Anchorage, Fairbanks,
Palmer and Wasilla, our
team facilitated discussions about leading with
the heart, head, hands, and
habits of Jesus. Preschool,
children, student, adult
leaders, Sunday School
directors and pastors heard

our lives in alignment with
Him. If our heart is not right,
we will not lead like Jesus.
In six days God captured
our hearts and reminded
us that He is always at work
and we need to stay connected with Him. It was a
time of “mutual encouragement” (Romans 1:12) as we
shared with Alaska Baptists
how we can discover what
God is doing and where He
is at work.
Jimmy Stewart (Evangelism and Church Development, ABC) shared
the challenge pastors and

leaders face for fellowship,
encouragement, and training because of the long
distance between churches.
Alaska Baptists number a
little over 100 churches in
the vast territory, much of
it very remote. It is easy to
become isolated, which can
lead to discouragement.
Randy Covington (Executive Director, ABC) shared
with the team what it was
like to homestead in Alaska.
Covington has returned
from serving with the
International Mission Board
to lead his home state in
cooperative mission efforts.
He shared the “hedges”
initiative, based on Luke
14:23. Churches along the
“highways” are encouraged
to adopt remote villages
with no gospel witness. It
was exciting to hear Pastor Paul Folk and his wife,

Corey, talk about the rural
communities Big Lake Baptist has adopted. Members
are making regular visits to
the remote locations, taking
school supplies to children,
building relationships, looking for open doors for the
gospel.
The team included Lori
Wilson (Violet Baptist)
preschool; Rachel Carter
(North Eaton Baptist)
children; Keith Hurt (Violet
Baptist) students; Dwayne
and Jackie Lee (SCBO, North
Fairfield) adults and worship; and Steve Hopkins
(SCBO) pastors and directors.
Thank you for giving to
the Cooperative Program so
that we can be on mission,
partnering with churches
in Alaska for the sake of the
gospel.
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Dennis
Humphreys
Receives 2017
Darty & Dot
Stowe Award

By: Steve Hopkins
Pastor Dennis Humphreys,
Calvary Baptist Church, Wilmington received the 2017
Darty and Dot Stowe Award
at the 64th annual meeting
of the State Convention of
Baptist in Ohio November
7-8. Humphreys has served
Calvary Baptist for 26 years
and has announced his retirement in 2018.
Dennis served North
Dayton Baptist as youth
pastor, where he and Dave
Hill (Northside, Springfield)
first met. Dave writes: “We
shared a cabin at youth camp
at Seneca Lake when I was in
my first year as youth pastor
at Hillcrest. He was wild and
crazy, staying up late playing
cards with his youth, and I
was a stickler for the rules and
made my guys go to bed at
lights out. We quickly became
friends and have worked
together for more than 30
years. We have learned a lot
from each other.” Humphreys
has been a “pillar” for youth
ministry in Mission Ohio. He
has served at Seneca Lake,
Youth Evangelism Celebrations, Winter Retreats, and
many SCBO events.
Dennis married his best
friend Nina in 1977. They
have two sons, D.J. and Jared.
He is a graduate of Liberty
Baptist University. When he
retires, Dennis and Nina will
move to Georgia to be close

to family.
Dennis has
served for
several
years as
a trustee
for Golden
Gate (now
Gateway)
Baptist
Theological
Seminary
in Ontario,
California. He has also served
on the SCBO Mission Council,
Cedarville University’s Pastor
Committee, and Wilmington’s
Pastor Committee.
Pastor Humphreys has
invested in young men who
have gone on to be strong
leaders, like Doug Grote and
Logan Murphy, just to mention two. Dennis has demonstrated well the importance
of engaging our community
for the sake of the gospel.
He has served as chaplain at
Clinton Memorial Hospital,
on the boards of the Clinton
County Citizens for Elderly
Services and the Clinton
County YMCA.
Darty and Dot Stowe began their ministry with Mission Ohio in 1954 as director
of missions for the greater
Cincinnati area. A year later
he became state director of
missions and then became
the associate executive secretary, working closely with
state executive secretary

Ray Roberts. Darty and Dot
Candidates for the Stowe
loved their work in Ohio and
Award must be currently
served until his home going
serving Mission Ohio and
in 1981. Dot accepted a posi- have at least five years of
tion as director of a women’s service. Nominations are subresidence hall at Georgetown mitted to the state convenCollege in 1983, where she
tion staff by October 1 each
influenced many young
year. The award is announced
women. She moved back to
during the annual meeting of
Ohio in 1989 and stayed in
the State Convention of Bapclose contact with friends
tists in Ohio. A recognition
in the ministry until joining
plaque and a financial award
Darty with our Lord in 2000.
for the purchase of books
Darty Stowe led well from
and/or continuing education
the ‘second chair,’ with a serare presented to the recipivant’s heart, leaving a great
ent.
legacy in Ohio. The award is
given every year to a pastor
or minister who has served
faithfully, perhaps never
recognized like those in the
larger, more visible churches,
but leaving a legacy and
serving in the spirit of 1
Thessalonians 2:3-12. The
Darty and Dot Stowe Award
is provided by annual gifts
to Georgetown College from
members of the Stowe famDennis Humphreys
ily.
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OHIO WMU CHRISTMAS BACKPACKS FOR APPALACHIA
By: Barbara DeLorme, Ohio
WMU coordinator for A.R.M.
Christmas Backpacks
This year Ohio WMU
partnered with Appalachian
Regional Ministry under the
direction of NAMB missionary Bill Barker. We were to
provide Christmas Backpacks
for Appalachian children in
poverty stricken areas of Tennessee and Kentucky.
When I became the coordinator for this awesome
mission endeavor, I really
didn’t think I was capable
of carrying it to conclusion.
Immediately the scripture
from Philippians 4:13 came
to mind: “I can do ALL things
through Christ which gives
me strength.” As one of my
younger granddaughters
would say, “Grandma, this is
a GYNORMOUS thing.” Well,
I took on this GYNORMOUS

task and what a blessing it
has been.
The Ohio WMU set a goal
of 2,000 Backpacks, and the
work of contacting and motivating churches to invest in
this ongoing ministry began.
These Backpacks contain
school supplies, articles of
clothing, hygiene items,
toys, candy and canned food
items. Additionally they
contain the Christmas story
of Jesus’ birth and a post card
for them to enroll in an age
appropriate ongoing correspondent Bible Study.
Previous years recipients
of the Backpacks have sent
thank you notes to Bill Barker.
They mentioned such things
they were thankful for as:
“Thank you for the food. It
was all I had to eat for Christmas.” “Thank you for the toy
at Christmas.” “Thank you for

Jack Kwok, State Convention Executive Director-Treasurer, Editor;
Linnett Snodgrass, Administrative Assistant; Amanda Mishne,
Publication Layout.
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Cooperative Program gifts. Member of Baptist Press, news service of
the Southern Baptist Convention.

the Coca-Cola truck. How did
you know that I collect CocaCola items?”
We fell short of our goal of
2,000 Christmas Backpacks.
Thank the Lord that we collected 410 Christmas Backpacks from the churches in
Ohio that participated.
Had we not committed to
this need, 410 Appalachian
children and their families
would not have been blessed
this Christmas. Because Ohio
Southern Baptists cared,
many of these parents or
guardians of the children will
come to know the Lord and
make a decision for Christ.
The words to the Andrae
Crouch song, “My Tribute”
come to my mind. “How can
I say thanks for the things
You have done for me?” To
God be the Glory for the
churches who prepared

backpacks and brought them
to different collection locations. Thank you to Duane
Floro for picking up the Backpacks at the collection points
and bringing them to the
Annual meeting of the State
Convention of Baptists in
Ohio. Thank you to all of the
WMU ladies in the churches
that promoted the Christmas
Backpacks for Appalachia
this year. Thank you to Bill
Barker who drove the Christmas Backpacks loaded on a
Penske van to the collection
point in the Appalachian
area. Last but not least, thank
s to all of you for the prayers.
Information will go out
after the first of the year for
our “Christmas in July Appalachian Backpacks 2018.”
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Press toward the Mark
“It’s beginning to look
a lot like Christmas …” is a
wonderful song that evokes
many warm and precious
memories involving family and friends. Over the
years, our family members
have moved considerable
distances from one another
due to employment and
education. Our annual
gathering at Christmas has
always occasioned a joyous
reunion of hugs, laughter, and reminiscent stories.
In recent years such as
this one, sorrow and grief
has punctured our celebration. The death of my sister
Eddie Jean Millspaugh Dugger on our departed mother’s birthday September 27
has added another layer of
grief to be processed during
Christmas celebration this
year.
Many families face similar
challenges during Christmas celebration and other
holiday and family gatherings. The original reason for
Christmas celebration holds
the answer to facing these
challenges. “Jesus is the
Reason for the Season” is
more than a catchy slogan.

It is truth and reality.
A human cannot become
a god, but God became a
human in the incarnation of
Jesus to provide humanity
salvation from sin, death,
and hell. This salvation
provides eternal life and
genuine hope. To receive
this wonderful salvation,
one must repent of their sin,
believe in the death, burial,
and resurrection of Jesus,
and receive Jesus as Lord
and Savior.
Salvation and eternal life
removes the sting of death.
The resurrection of Jesus
guarantees the resurrection of His disciple. This is
genuine hope that overcomes the sorrow and grief
we experience in facing the
death of a fellow Christian
family member and friend.
Moving through the
grief process is an exercise
in faith and trust. Jesus
said, “Blessed are they
that mourn for they shall
be comforted.” Scripture
teaches us that believers
should not grieve as those
who have no hope. Grieving for the believer involves
embracing the loss and the
attending emotions. God’s

comforting grace is sufficient for every tear and
heartache. Grief occurs
when you lose someone
you love: the greater the
love, the greater the grief.
Equally true is that God’s
comforting grace is greater
than any grief we may experience.
Progressing through
the process of grief usually
involves considerable time.
Random events, birthdates,
death dates, anniversaries,
smells, sounds, and other
stimuli trigger memories
which initiates another
cycle of grief. My daughter
died 39 years ago. To this
day, I find myself processing the grief through the
all-encompassing comfort
from the Holy Spirit. The
grief cycle does lessen in
intensity over time unless
bitterness blocks it.
My experience encourages me to engage the
cycle: allowing the tears
to come enables me to
receive God’s comforting
grace. Sometimes, it seems
awkward due to the unexpected trigger in a public
setting where I have speaking responsibilities. I do try

my best to delay, but I have
learned to avoid hiding the
grief.
Social media and other
media are replete with
warnings and pleas for
understanding concerning
grief during Christmas holidays. Yet, help and hope
appear to be absent from
these expressions. The message of Christmas contains
help and hope. Jesus is the
hope of the world. He is the
reason for the season.
Mission Ohio is the
cooperative effort of Ohio
Southern Baptists to share
the Gospel of Jesus Christ
from Ohio to the ends of
the earth. For Ohio, we are
endeavoring to reach at
least 1,000,000 believers in
2,020 congregations with
the Message of Christmas.
Let’s press toward that
mark. Merry Christmas!!!

Jack Kwok, Ph.D.
Executive Director-Treasurer
State Convention of Baptists in Ohio
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How to Become a Christian
If you are not a Christian, have never surrendered your
will to the Lord Jesus, let me share briefly how you can
make this life changing decision. GOD WANTS YOU
SAVED.
First, you must believe that God loves you and wants
you to have peace in your heart and an everlasting life
(John 3:16).
Second, you must recognize that you are a sinner,
that you have done things which have displeased
God and that you have separated yourself from Him
(Romans 3:23; 6:23).
Third, you must believe that Jesus came to this
earth, was actually God in the flesh, lived a perfect
life, and yet went to a cruel cross, dying for your sins,
paying once and for all the penalty of sin (I Peter 2:24).

However, it’s not enough just to know these three
things. Many of us knew them for years before we
ever gave Jesus our lives.
Fourth, you must personally ask Jesus to come into
your life and forgive you of your sins (Revelation 3:20).
You can pray this prayer now and if you mean it with
all of your heart, Jesus will come in just like He said.
He cannot lie.
Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner. I’m really sorry
for my sins, Lord. I ask you now, Lord Jesus, to come into
my heart, forgive me of my sins, take control of my life,
and make me the kind of person You want me to be. I
now receive You into my heart. Thank You for coming in. I
will follow You all the days of my life. In Your name I pray,
Amen.
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Send all church news and information to Linnett Snodgrass at lsnodgrass@scbo.org

